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10th March 2008 
Future of the Brent Birth Centre

Brent Teaching Primary Care Trust has confirmed its support for the transfer of the Brent Birth Centre to Northwick Park Hospital following a three month consultation. 

As lead commissioners for healthcare in Brent, the Brent PCT Board was responsible for the final decision which was made at a special meeting on Wednesday 6th March 2008. 

Chief Executive of the PCT Mark Easton said: “After careful consideration of the responses received our Board unanimously agreed that option four is the most effective, efficient and safest way forward for the majority of our population.” 

Option four, which was the preferred option of The North West London Hospitals NHS Trust, proposed that the Birth Centre move to a dedicated unit at Northwick Park Hospital so that it is co-located alongside an obstetric unit. Antenatal care would be provided from Central Middlesex Hospital retaining local access to this aspect of the service.  

Discussions about the future of the centre started in August last year mainly as a result of the low numbers of women using the centre - with only 300 births a year taking place at the centre.  One in four of the women who have their babies at the BBC also have to be transferred by ambulance to the obstetric unit at Northwick Park Hospital in labour because they need medical help.

Mr Easton added: “We are now required to seek the endorsement of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee that the final report and consultation process was fair and thorough. We have also recommended that The North West London Hospitals NHS Trust, as part of good practice, undertake an equality impact assessment in order to ensure any issues regarding inequalities are addressed before any changes to services to take place.”
Chairman of The North West London Hospitals NHS Trust, Moira Black, said: “What has been clear throughout this consultation is the high level of satisfaction from local women who have used the Brent Birth Centre. 

“Our challenge now, subject to final endorsement from the Overview and Scrutiny Committee, is to ensure that a new centre builds on this good practice so that we can provide a first class midwifery led service for women across Brent and Harrow. 
“We will also be making sure that local stakeholders and patient representatives are involved in the development of the new centre.” 
The final report detailing the responses to the consultation is available on the website www.nwlh.nhs.uk/brentbirth
ENDS
Notes for the editor

· The consultation started on 2nd November 2007 and ended on 8th Feb 2008
· The Board of The North West London Hospitals NHS Trust met on the 27 February to discuss responses received to the consultation and reconfirmed its preferred option to move the Brent Birthing Centre to the Maternity Unit at Northwick Park Hospital and provide is the preferred option.  
· Subject to endorsement of the Brent Overview and Scrutiny Committee the Trust will be developing a detailed implementation and timetable for the development of the Centre. 
· The Centre is currently costing the local NHS £1.2m a year to run but because of the lack of demand for the service the Trust is running the service at a loss of £300,000 a year. 

