Attention Media


[image: image1.jpg]Brent m

Teaching Primary Care Trust




Sent 14th March 2007 

Response to Cllr Lorber 

We regret that Cllr Lorber did not feel able to share his concerns with us prior to releasing his statement, and that he did not mention his intentions to report the tPCT at a meeting that we held with him and his executives last week where we discussed all these issues.   The tPCT are aware that the review of continuing care patients has caused some timing issues for the council; however the tPCT is keen to continue dialogue with the council to ensure a sensible way forward is reached, and indeed has offered now, on several occasions to negotiate a sensible structure which recognises the issues the Council will face as people pass into their care.  

Brent tPCT does not believe it has ‘shunted’ costs or responsibility.  On the contrary, there is an agreed process and set of criteria that we have applied in undertaking a full and extensive review of residents who we believe may have been receiving the wrong service. The intention of the review is to ensure that they receive the right care in the future,   and that this will be provided by the appropriate people.  The council have been kept fully informed of our intentions and the outcomes of these assessments to date, which have shown that, in the overwhelming majority of cases, responsibility lies with the Council and not the tPCT.  

NHS London has already commissioned an independent inquiry into the financial and governance practices used by the tPCT in the past - Cllr Lorber is also aware of this.  Until that inquiry is complete, the tPCT has no further comment to make, except to say that an Interim CEO, Finance Director and Turnaround Director have been appointed along with a new Chair.   Governance and Finance are understandably the priority of this team at this time, as Cllr Lorber well knows.

----------------------------------------------Ends------------------------------------------------ 
