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Statement on Barham Butterflies Nursery

Barham Butterflies is Brent tPCT’s workplace nursery, which opened in 2003.    It is registered for 30 places both on a permanent and “drop-in” basis.  22 of those places are currently filled.    Since the nursery opened, it has failed to break-even financially year-on-year.  Last year (2005/06), the nursery was overspent by £66k and even with rigorous efficiency measures the service is forecast to overspend again this year.  

While Brent tPCT regrets this decision - one that was not taken lightly and a decision that was made after all other possible alternatives were looked at - the Trust was left with no alternative.  Brent tPCT has a statutory obligation to break-even by 31 March 2008.  £25million has to be saved during this time.  The trust cannot continue to provide a service that is under utilised and overspent.  

All parents have now been given until 20 July 2007 to find an alternative. We understand that this has caused anxiety for some mothers. However, our Human Resources department have worked very closely with all partner organisations to find suitable, local alternatives, and have kept all mothers aware of the situation as it has unfolded. 

Brent tPCTs core activity is to provide health services for the people of Brent. During this difficult financial time that has to be our priority.  While we will do everything we can to support our workforce, it is essential that all funds are spent on the health needs of our population.  

-----------------------------------------------Ends--------------------------------------------------
