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	Purpose of the report

To inform the Board and provide assurance on safeguarding performance in Brent

	Executive Summary (to include outcome benefits)
This report updates the Board on Safeguarding in Brent. It provides an overview of the national context, the governance arrangements in place in Brent, the specific work of the safeguarding team and sets out priorities for work in 2010/11. 

Safeguarding continues to be taken very seriously within NHS Brent and the governance arrangements both within the PCT and across the borough have been significantly strengthened throughout the year. The response to Safeguarding in Brent has been reviewed positively as part of the IDEA peer review.  

All designated and named staff are currently in post in Brent. Capacity in a number of front line services is increasing and there are many examples of good practice in place. There nonetheless continue to be vulnerabilities in a number of front line services such as health visiting, school nursing, and services for looked after children. These issues are being actively addressed and are a key priority for improvement over the coming year. More detailed information about these areas is provided in items elsewhere on the agenda.


	Decision required:  The Board / Committee is asked to:
Recieve the report



	Corporate Objectives and Board Assurance Framework:  (Reference to how the organisation’s objectives for year are supported by this paper) Please list BAF and Corporate Risk reference no.)
CO3  Improve Health and Reduce Inequalities
CO4  Build Partnership working

CO5  Ensure we develop modern and accessible services


	Equality and Diversity considerations and implications from which an Impact Assessment might be made: 
Safeguarding children will contribute to reducing inequalities in health

	World Class Commissioning Competencies Demonstrated by the paper

WCC2

	Resource implications: (Confirmation that any resource implications have been agreed with Finance)
Not applicable

	Risks Attached to this initiative (Reference to Corporate Risk Register as appropriate)  (This could include legal or other statutory implications or drivers)
Safeguarding children is a statutory responsibility and failure to comply offers potentially a large risk.


	Patient & Public Engagement Input to and/or Impact of this initiative
Not applicable

	Communications Strategy:  (How will this initiative be disseminated)
The report will be placed on the Intranet and also shared with the LSCB.

When agreed by the Board Report will be tabled back to Brent  Safeguarding Children Executive Group and shared with Brent Health Safeguarding Children Group

Information from the report will be used to update training programme
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