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11 January 2010
NHS consults on local services for children
Better services for local children, a public consultation document, is published today (Monday, 11 January 2010) by the three NHS bodies covering Brent and Harrow.

It is the culmination of a lengthy pre-consultation phase when several hundred local people, as well as GPs, hospital staff and voluntary organisations, had the opportunity to review draft proposals for the future configuration of hospital services for children.

The consultation proposes a clear way forward with the setting-up of two new consultant-led Paediatric Assessment Units at both Northwick Park and Central Middlesex Hospitals and the centralisation of overnight care for children at Northwick Park Hospital in Harrow. Six beds for children at Central Middlesex Hospital would close at night. As a result three children a day might need to be transferred to Northwick Park, which has a much larger children’s department.

The new Paediatric Assessment Units (PAUs) are an innovative system that is being used in various parts of the country to ensure that children get seen quickly by a senior doctor at the time that most of them attend hospital – between 10 am and 10 pm, seven days a week. 

Both hospitals would also have Urgent Care Centres (UCCs) next to their A&E departments to see adults and children with non life-threatening accidents and illnesses. Northwick Park already has a UCC and there would be a new one at Central Middlesex. Both A&E departments would continue to operate on a 24 hour basis, seeing children as well as adults.

And Central Middlesex would continue to provide outpatient and day care for children in its popular children’s unit, the Rainbow Centre.

The proposal reflects changes in the care of children that are happening across the country, and is in line with Healthcare for London’s proposals for children’s services. The proposal has also been approved by the independent National Clinical Advisory Service, who said it was a `sound and well considered proposal’ which would `deliver the improvements needed in the quality and appropriateness of care’.

The two local authority scrutiny committees have also approved the consultation going ahead, as has NHS London.

The document sets out the reasons for the change:

· Too many children go to hospital for care which can be better provided in the community

· Children do not have enough access to senior children’s doctors at times when they are most needed

· It is becoming increasingly difficult to cover medical rotas 24 hours a day for two hospitals and 

· We need our local health services to reflect changes in NHS policies which call for specialist overnight care in larger hospitals and more community-based services.

Chief Executive of NHS Brent Mark Easton said: “We believe this proposal will provide children with better care than they receive at the moment, by ensuring that children receive the right care at the right place and time. We would also continue to build a much larger network of services outside hospital, where community staff and GPs provide excellent care in people’s homes, polyclinics and local care centres. This is the way children’s services are developing in the NHS and we are pleased to be bringing best practice to our local community.”

The deadline for people to respond to the consultation is Sunday 4 April 2010. The consultation document is available at www.brentharrowchildren.nhs.uk
Further information from Jonathan Street on 07769 722771.
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