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Press release 

Brent Birth Centre – A public consultation
Responses to the public consultation regarding the Brent Birth Centre will be considered by the Board of Brent Teaching PCT on Thursday 6 March 2008. 

Brent Teaching PCT is the lead commissioner for health care in Brent and will be responsible for making the final decision about the Centre taking into account responses received during the three month consultation which ended on 8 February 2008. 

Brent tPCTs Chair, Marcia Saunders said: “We shall consider the responses from consultation with an open mind.”  

The consultation was initially launched in November 2007 by Brent Teaching PCT and The North West London Hospitals NHS Trust.  

Whilst the standard of care at the centre is good, options for its future were being considered because of a lack of demand for the service with only 300 births a year taking place at the centre. One in four of the women who have their babies at the BBC have to be transferred by ambulance to the obstetric unit at Northwick Park Hospital in labour because they need medical help. The Centre also currently costs the local NHS £1.2m a year to run but because of the lack of demand for the service the Trust is running the service at a loss of £300,000 a year. 

The preferred option of the Trust and PCT is to move the centre to a dedicated unit at Northwick Park Hospital so it co-located within an obstetric unit.  Antenatal services would remain at Central Middlesex Hospital ensuring local access for women to this aspect of the service. 

The report which will be considered is available on the website www.nwlh.nhs.uk/brentbirth
ENDS. 
Notes to editor

· The consultation started on the 2nd November 2007 and ended on the 8th February 2008.
· Engagement with the public was sought in several ways.  

· An options paper was written outlining four options devised by the clinical and managerial staff that included an invitation to receive alternative suggestions. These documents were sent to patients, local GPs, community groups and partner organisations. 

· Senior representatives from both trusts attended patient forums, community meetings and local authority meetings. 
· Questionnaires were sent to new mothers asking why they chose to have their baby where they did and what factors contributed to their decision. 

· Open meetings were also organised. 

· The consultation was discussed with Brent Council’s scrutiny committee
· Brent PCT’s Board meeting will take place on the 6th March at 9:00am in the Boardroom.  Wembley Centre for Health and Care, 116 Chaplin Road, Wembley HA9 4UX
· The report summarising responses is to be considered by the board of The North West London Hospitals NHS Trust’s on Wednesday 28 February. 
For more information contact Caroline McGuane on 020 8795 6109 

