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Pioneering Brent tPCT staff - keep it clean!

The National Patient Safety Agency (NPSA) announced it is extending its award-winning cleanyourhands campaign to care settings outside hospitals. Brent tPCT has been chosen as one of a small group of ‘pioneer’ organisations who is piloting the newly extended campaign. 
The cleanyourhands campaign is designed to support NHS staff in reducing healthcare associated infections by improving hand hygiene, prompting healthcare staff to clean their hands at the critical moments immediately before and after every contact with patients. 
The campaign has already been adopted by all acute NHS trusts in England and Wales; now it will be available to other NHS organisations (primary care, ambulance, mental health and care trusts in England and local health boards in Wales) and to care homes and hospices in England and Wales. Work is also underway to test the campaign in general practice. 

Martin Fletcher, Chief Executive of the NPSA, said:

“Good hand hygiene is critically important and we want to help staff to make healthcare safer for patients across all care settings. 
“Hospital staff have really engaged with our cleanyourhands campaign. Now we’re taking it outside hospitals, to fight infection from as many angles as possible.  We’re using pilot sites to help us fine-tune the campaign for different care settings before extending it nationally.” 
The expansion of cleanyourhands outside hospitals has the potential to significantly reduce healthcare associated infections, as the majority of healthcare now takes place outside hospitals. Improving hand hygiene across all settings will also help to cut the risk of cross-transmission, as patients - particularly the elderly and vulnerable - often move frequently between care settings, for example from hospital to care home and back again.
Brent tPCT is one of nineteen organisations which will pilot the introduction of cleanyourhands outside hospital, feeding back their experiences by attending workshops, taking part in evaluation activities and hosting visits from the cleanyourhands team in order to ensure the campaign has been appropriately adapted for the non-acute sector. These ‘pioneers’ have been selected to represent a mix of care settings across England and Wales. 
Dr M. C Patel (Medical Director) from Brent tPCT said : 

Brent tPCT welcomes the opportunity to take part in this important campaign. Tackling infections throughout the Primary Care Trust is one of our main priorities and we are committed to keeping patients, visitors and staff safe wherever possible. Promoting awareness to the importance of cleaning hands is an essential element of this work. In piloting this programme which has previously been such a success in acute hospitals we recognise the important part PCTs have to play in preventing the spread of healthcare associated infections across our local health economy. We therefore look forward to including this campaign within our wider scope of work with our partners at NWLH in minimising the impact of these infections on the population of Brent.
Since the NPSA launched cleanyourhands in September 2004, independent research shows that the campaign has been effective in changing hand hygiene behaviour in acute NHS hospitals in England and Wales, with a significant rise in the use of alcohol handrub and the majority of trusts rating cleanyourhands as a top priority.

Following successful completion of the pilot phase, the national roll-out of the cleanyourhands campaign to the non-acute sector will begin. This is due to commence in early 2008.
Participation in the cleanyourhands campaign is voluntary; organisations will be invited to sign up to the campaign and receive the campaign materials, tools and resources free of charge. The supporting materials include posters and information for patients which explains the campaign’s aims and how they can play a role. 
- ends -
Notes to editors:

1. Media enquiries about the cleanyourhands and the NPSA to Anna Jefferson at the NPSA press office on 0207 927 9357.


2. Media enquiries about Brent tPCT to Caroline McGuane on 020 8795 6109 


3. The cleanyourhands campaign aims to improve the hand hygiene of healthcare workers and help the NHS tackle healthcare associated infections. Since its launch in 2004, the campaign has been adopted by all NHS acute trusts in England and Wales and is in the process of being extended to primary care, mental health, care and ambulance trusts as well as care homes and hospices. For more information on the campaign visit http://www.npsa.nhs.uk/cleanyourhands 

4. The full list of initial implementers are: 
· Brent Teaching PCT

· Hereford PCT

· Leeds PCT

· Leicestershire County and Rutland PCT

· Manchester PCT

· Middlesborough PCT

· Norfolk PCT

· Oxfordshire PCT

· Lancashire Care NHS Trust

· Surrey and Borders Partnership Trust

· Sheffield Care Trust

· South East Coast Ambulance Service

· Welsh Ambulance Service

· West Midlands Ambulance Service

· Nightingale House Hospice

· St Leonards Hospice

· Bredoncare Foundation

· The Fountains Care House

· The Laurels Nursing Home

5. For further information on the independent research programme to evaluate the effectiveness of the cleanyourhands campaign in acute NHS hospitals…


6. The National Patient Safety Agency (NPSA) helps the NHS learn from its mistakes so that it can improve patient safety. We do this by collecting reports on errors and other things that go wrong in healthcare so that we can recognise national trends and introduce practical ways of preventing problems. We don’t investigate individual cases or complaints, but we do listen to public concerns and use what they say to improve safety.
7. The attached picture shows Milly Davies, a Ward Sister at Willesden Hospital, practicing what she preaches. 
