10 November 2009 to 5 February 2010
NHS Constitution – Consultation
The NHS Constitution brought together in one place what the NHS does, what it stands for and the commitments it should live up to. It describes and renews our commitment to the values and enduring principles of the NHS. It is also a living document that needs to reflect what matters and is relevant to the needs of patients, the public and staff in the 21st century.

People are being asked what they think about the inclusion of two new rights in the NHS Constitution, as well as some potential changes in the future, and the introduction of a new role of Constitution champion.

This consultation proposes new patient rights to:                        
· Treatment within a maximum of 18 weeks from a GP referral and to be seen by a cancer specialist within 2 weeks from a GP referral, or where this is not possible, for the NHS to take reasonable steps to offer a range of alternative providers; and
· NHS Health Checks for those aged 40 to 74 to assess their risk of heart disease, stroke, diabetes and kidney disease 
It also welcomes views on areas where we believe we will soon be able to offer rights, such as dentistry, evening and weekend access to GPs, personal health budgets, the ability to choose to die at home and rapid access to diagnostic tests.

Downloads: 
The NHS Constitution: A consultation on new rights - full document
NHS London needs your feedback!

A national consultation proposing new patients rights under the NHS Constitution is currently underway and NHS London is urging members of the public to register their views in a region wide survey by 19 January 2010.
You can complete the region wide survey on the following link:
	Click here to take the survey


All feedback received by NHS London will be fed back directly to the Department of Health as part of the national consultation process.
