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	Annual Immunisation Report 2006/07


	Childhood immunisation is important in protecting individuals and the population against diseases that can kill or cause serious long-term ill health.  Immunisation is one of the most cost-effective interventions provided by the NHS for preventing death and disability.  The Annual Immunisation Report provides information on the uptake of childhood immunisations and outlines the key achievements in Brent in 2006/07, and provides the action plan for the year ahead.
Key Points
· The overall uptake rates of Meningitis C, diphtheria, tetanus, whooping cough, polio and Hib by the age of one year have increased from 2005/06 to 2006/07.

· The overall uptake rate for these vaccinations was 87% in 2006/07.

· There is considerable variation in the uptake of childhood immunisations across Brent, with Kilburn and Kingsbury localities having the lowest rates in 2006/07.  

· There has been a positive increase in vaccination uptake rates in Kilburn over the last two years; in Kingsbury, the trend has been of declining rates.  This decrease evident in Kingsbury may be partially explained by problems with data collection, capture and entry, rather than an actual decrease in population coverage.

· Like elsewhere in London, the uptake rate for MMR in Brent has been low historically, falling below 70% in some areas.  The overall MMR uptake rate by two years of age is 79%.  This rate has fallen from 84% in 2004/05.  MMR uptake by the age of 3 years of age has remained steady at around 83% over the past three years.
· Brent PCT maintains a very successful BCG immunisation programme, and uptake by 4 months and 12 months of age has increased in 2006/07 from 2005/06.  Brent PCT exceeds both the London and NWL Target for BCG immunisation.

· Good coverage and completion of the recommended Hepatitis B vaccination schedule is also achieved for babies born to hepatitis B positive mothers in Brent.

· Reasons for the variable uptake of childhood immunisations include high levels of population mobility and parental refusal linked to adverse publicity for certain vaccines.
· The Brent immunisation data repository has been developed as an innovative approach towards monitoring vaccination rates, and identifying immunisation ‘hotspots’ for targeted action and follow up by immunisation nurses and health visitors.


	Recommendation: Members are asked to note the report. 



	This paper supports the following Corporate Objective(s):  

CO1: Improve Health and Reduce Health Inequalities 


	Financial Implications:  None


	Equality Impact Assessment:  A previous health equity audit on MMR uptake in Brent has shown a clear correlation between high levels of deprivation and low levels of MMR uptake.
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