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	Summary
Safeguarding Children – Safeguarding children is everyone's responsibility. Section 11 of the Children Act 2004 places a duty on key persons and bodies to make sure that in discharging their functions, they have regard to the need to safeguard and promote the welfare of children.  The attached Safeguarding Children Annual Report for the period April 2006 to March 2007 provides information on trust-wide activities to safeguard children and young people in Brent.  The report summarises key performance indicators relating to safeguarding children, describes the key activities and achievements of the safeguarding children team over the previous year, and highlights the team’s contribution to multi-agency working on safeguarding children in Brent through the Local Safeguarding Children Board and its sub-groups.

Key challenges for 07/08 include:-
· Continued monitoring of compliance with Section 11 Children Act 2004.
· Implementation, by April 2008, of requirements relating to child deaths set out in ‘Working Together to Safeguard Children’ 2006. 

· Discontinuation of Child Protection Register by April 2008 (Section 12 Children Act 2004).  Children will be identified as having a child protection plan. This is linked to the creation of a national children's database, ContactPoint. Health Professionals will be required to work closely with partner agencies to ensure safe transfer of information.

· Full compliance with statutory guidance on Safeguarding in Employment including ‘Vetting and Barring’ and ‘Managing Allegations against Staff who work with Children’.

· Identify resources and reconfigure Safeguarding Children Team, separating designated and named professional roles and responsibilities, ensuring clear lines of accountability. 

· Monitoring the impact of the reorganisation of community nursing and children’s services on the safeguarding of children, ensuring compliance with all National, LSCB and internal policies and procedures. 

Looked After Children (LAC) - The physical and mental health of children and young people in care is too often poor in comparison to that of their peers. Health care organisations, including PCTs, have a clear role in ensuring the timely and effective delivery of health services to children in care. The LAC team in Brent works in partnership with the local authority to address jointly the health needs of children in care. The attached Annual Report for Looked After Children for the period April 2006 to March 2007 provides information on the activities and achievements of the LAC team over the previous year and summarises key performance indicators relating to LAC.

Key challenges for 07/08 include:-

· Continuing to build close links and improving communication and multi-agency working in promoting the health of Brent’s Looked After Children.

· Implementing the use of new health assessment forms for LAC.
· Continue to improve the health care for looked after children, especially when they move into or from another area.

· Increasing training opportunities for all new social workers, administrative staff, and new paediatric staff to increase their knowledge of health-related issues and incorporate this into practice.

· Monitoring the increasing number of LAC and unaccompanied minors/refugees in Brent, and its impact on the workload of the LAC team. 

	Recommendation: Members are asked to note the report. 
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CO1: Improve Health and Reduce Health Inequalities 
CO2:  Ensure we have 21st Century Services

CO4: Building partnership working



	Financial Implications:  None


	Equality Impact Assessment:  None


	Director:
     Julie Billett
     Interim Director of Public Health 
     Tel:   020 8795 6747 

	Contact:
Dr Marion Scrine
Consultant Paediatrician and Designated Doctor, Safeguarding Children

Tel:   020 8795 6341
Dr Sepali Wijesinghe

Consultant Paediatrician and Designated Doctor, Looked After Children

Tel: 020 8795 6348



