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PCT Boards are asked to consider the outcomes of the consultation that ran from 30 Nov to 7 March.

Please find attached the over-arching report (although this is marked working draft, it is the one that should be presented to boards) and the remaining appendices:

· FAQs (appendix 8A)

· Clinical Advisory Group report (appendix 9)

· The Patient and Public Advisory Group report (appendix 10)

These are now available on our website. 

Please note:

· The report is for each PCT Board’s information and discussion, not for approval; and to ‘inform’ PCT’s representative on the JCPCT;

· The involvement of PECs is a local matter. PCTs will wish their PEC chair to attend the board having been informed by his or her colleagues on the PEC, however these views may be gathered by informal or formal means;  

· The report can only be approved at a JCPCT meeting – this is scheduled for 12 June 2008;

· The Board cannot ‘instruct’ their representative on how to vote at the JCPCT. The representative must attend the meeting prepared to debate arguments for and against particular recommendations and use his or her judgement, balancing the known wishes of his or her PCT Board with the clinical evidence and information from other PCTs, brought to the Committee, to vote in a manner in which he or she sees fit.

· PCTs are permitted to send a commentary on the report and recommendations for consideration by the JCPCT. This will be attached in appendix 8d of the report. A brief summary of all PCT Board commentaries will be added in chapter 12 of the over-arching report. The PCT commentary may be agreed by the Board at the meeting or, depending on the PCT’s terms of reference, may be agreed by Chairman’s action or by circulation and agreement outside of the meeting. In any event, comments must be received by the Healthcare for London programme office at don.neame@london.nhs.uk by close of play on 27 May. PCTs may wish to comment upon:

· the consultation process;

· the outcomes of the consultation;

· the relationship between the outcomes and the proposed recommendations;

· the recommendations; or 

· issues relevant to the particular PCT.

· When commenting on recommendations PCTs should focus on the evidence supporting the recommendations for this consultation rather than future consultations. For example, the consultation document proposed a small number (around three) trauma centres. PCTs may discuss whether, from the evidence, around three would be a sensible number. However PCTs should avoid speculation of where these could be located.

· All organisation responses are available on the website www.healthcareforlondon.nhs.uk for inspection. These responses are not confidential.

· Individual responses (over 4, 000) are available for inspection at the Healthcare for London offices, Southside, 105 Victoria St, London SW1E 6QT. Please call 020 7932 2636 to arrange a visit. The responses are confidential so are only available to the commissioning bodies (i.e. PCT Boards). If you unable to visit the Southside offices, Healthcare for London can bring individual postcode responses to you. Again, ring 020 7932 2636 to arrange this. 
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