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	NHS Control of Entry Policy for Pharmaceutical Services


	Purpose of the report

The purpose of this paper is: 

· To provide a background and overview of the statutory and local interpretation of the NHS (Control of Entry) Regulations 2005 (“the Regulations”) introduced with effect from 1 April 2005 and to identify actions required in NHS Brent to bring our arrangements into line

· To seek approval of arrangements for dealing with pharmacy applications in NHS Brent.



	Executive Summary (to include outcome benefits)
NHS Brent is required to establish a Pharmacy Regulations Panel to consider pharmacy applications in Brent.  Over the last year, three applications have been considered by a panel that has met on an ad hoc basis.  We need to formalise our arrangements.


	Decision required:  The Board / Committee is asked to: 
Approve the establishment of a Pharmacy Regulations Panel to consider applications for Control of Entry and changes in pharmacy hours, to ensure access and patient services are not compromised. 

The Board will receive an annual report covering applications received, appeals and changes in regulations.



	Corporate Objectives and Board Assurance Framework:  (Reference to how the organisation’s objectives for year are supported by this paper) Please list BAF and Corporate Risk reference no.)
The control of entry regulations supports NHS Brent in achieving improvements in access and choice for local patients. 


	Healthcare Commission Standards supported by this paper: (see list)
N/A

	Equality and Diversity considerations and implications from which an Impact Assessment might be made: 
The Regulations support PCTs in ensuring that new pharmacies are easier to access and offer a planned wider range of services which meets NHS Brent assessment of what pharmaceutical services are needed locally. Each application is considered individually and all factors that are likely to impact now and in the near future are discussed by the panel. Each contractor has obligations under regulations they must meet.

	Resource implications: (Confirmation that any resource implications have been agreed with Finance)
On behalf of NHS Brent, the Pharmacy Regulations Panel (PRP)  ensures it approves an application from a chemist only where it is necessary or desirable in order to secure the adequate provision of NHS pharmaceutical services in the neighbourhood. Each new pharmacy that opens will have financial implications in terms of basic fees paid to the contractor that would require accommodation within current budgets. 



	Risks Attached to this initiative (Reference to Corporate Risk Register as appropriate)  (This could include legal or other statutory implications or drivers)
Under the Regulations, applicants and local pharmacists who oppose decisions can appeal to the National Health Service Litigation Authority (NHSLA) and the Family Health Services Appeal (FHSAA) Unit – Special Health Authority. 


	Patient & Public Engagement Input to and/or Impact of this initiative
Patient & public representatives are members of the panel. Their role is to ensure that any views of the patient forums and the public have been given due consideration by the panel. Applications for changes in pharmacy opening hours receive particular attention since they can impact on patients and the public.


	Communications Strategy:  (How will this initiative be disseminated)
A summary report will be sent to the Board for information on an annual basis.
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