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13 Jan 2011

New appointment of Interim Chair for NHS Harrow

As part of the Government’s policy to devolve commissioning to General Practitioner Commissioning Consortia, primary care trusts across the country are forming “clusters.”   In North West London this means that three single executive management teams are already in place to manage the business of eight primary care trusts and lead them into the formal establishment of clusters on 1 April 2011 with single boards legally able to operate on behalf of the constituent PCTs.

One such cluster is Brent and Harrow.  Anticipating the changes, Gillian Schiller (whose non executive term of office comes to an end on 31 March 2011) has resigned as Chair of NHS Harrow. The Appointments Commission has appointed Marcia Saunders, Chair of NHS Brent,  to also be interim Chair of NHS Harrow from 12 January until 31March 2011  to help steer the formation of a single board* from that date and facilitate the transition.  “These are challenging times and I am grateful to Gillian for agreeing to stay on as a non executive director to ensure continuity and prepare for the future,” said Mrs. Saunders.  “Both Brent and Harrow PCTs are keen to be fast off the mark in tackling the policy and financial agendas that confront us and to support GPs in developing their capacity to take on their new challenging roles as the main commissioners of the NHS for our populations.

Gillian Schiller said “These changes will benefit both Harrow and Brent communities. I wish Marcia and the team well in all they do.”

Peter Molyneux, Chair of the North West London sector’s Joint Committee of PCTs said “we are grateful to Gillian and Marcia for the leadership they are showing in moving ahead so quickly.  Chief Executives and executive directors in North West London are currently taking on additional responsibilities for services while at the same time making big reductions in running costs, and the sooner we can create simplified and streamlined governance arrangements the better for patients, our staff, our communities and the NHS.” 
ENDS

NOTES TO EDITORS

A single board for Brent and Harrow will be made up of a chair and five non executive directors of the current boards, through a competitive process overseen by the Appointments Commission.  Regulations came into force in December 2010 enabling non executive directors of PCTs to be appointed to more than one board, so that a single board could be created competent to act at all times for the constituent organisations.  PCTs are due to be abolished in April 2013 following the establishment of GP Commissioning Consortia and the National Commissioning Board.

The appointment has been made by the Appointments Commission on behalf of the Secretary of State for Health, in accordance with the Office of the Commissioner for Public Appointments’ Code of Practice. All Chair and non-executive appointments are made on merit and political activity plays no part in the selection process. However, in accordance with the original Nolan recommendations, there is a requirement for appointees’ party political activity (if any declared) to be made public. 
Marcia Saunders has declared no party political interest and holds no other ministerial appointments. 
For more information, contact Clare Ramsaran, NHS Brent Senior Press Officer, on 020 8795 6783 or communications@brentpct.nhs.uk.
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