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	NHS Constitution
Consultation on New Patients Rights



	Purpose of the report

The Prime Minister and Secretary of State for Health launched a consultation on new patient rights for the NHS Constitution. The consultation period will last until 5 February 2010.   


	Executive Summary (to include outcome benefits)
The NHS Constitution brought together in one place what the NHS does, what it stands for and the commitments it should live up to.  It describes and renews our commitment to the values and enduring principles of the NHS.  It is also a living document that needs to reflect what matters and is relevant to the needs of patients, the public and staff in the 21st century.

This consultation proposes new patient rights to:

· treatment within a maximum of 18 weeks from a GP referral and to be seen by a cancer specialist within 2 weeks from a GP referral, or where this is not possible, for the NHS to take reasonable steps to offer a range of alternative providers; and 

· NHS Health Checks for those aged 40 to 74 to assess their risk of heart disease, stroke, diabetes and kidney disease

It also welcomes views on areas where we believe we will soon be able to offer rights, such as dentistry, evening and weekend access to GPs, personal health budgets, the ability to choose to die at home and rapid access to diagnostic tests. 

Following the commitment in Building Britain’s Future to strengthen advocacy and redress systems, the consultation also seeks views on the proposed role of the Constitution Champion.


	Decision required:  The Board / Committee is asked to:
RECEIVE and comment on the consultation.


	Corporate Objectives and Board Assurance Framework:  (Reference to how the organisation’s objectives for year are supported by this paper) Please list BAF and Corporate Risk reference no.)
N/A

	Healthcare Commission Standards supported by this paper: (see list)
N/A


	Equality and Diversity considerations and implications from which an Impact Assessment might be made: 
The constitution promotes equality and access for all.


	World Class Commissioning Competencies Demonstrated by the paper

1. Locally lead the NHS
2. Work with community partners
3. Engage with public and patients


	Resource implications: (Confirmation that any resource implications have been agreed with Finance)
N/A

	Risks Attached to this initiative (Reference to Corporate Risk Register as appropriate)  (This could include legal or other statutory implications or drivers)
N/A

	Patient & Public Engagement Input to and/or Impact of this initiative
See below.

	Communications Strategy:  (How will this initiative be disseminated)
The consultation will be put on our website and be the subject of team briefing.
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