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	NWLH NHS Trust Maternity Independent Review


	Purpose of the Report
This report provides a brief summary of the background to the independent review investigation undertaken on NWLH’s Maternity Services and an overview of the key findings from the review.  
The independent review concluded that:
· The maternal deaths and incidents were not the result of deficiencies of care

· Standards of care when the client is admitted to the delivery suite are well above average

· Incident reporting and investigation systems are of a high quality

· There are example of excellent practice which should be widely disseminated

· Governance systems are fit for purpose and generally well applied

The report further identifies a number of immediate (10), short (5), medium (6) and long (5) terms actions which need to be implemented by NWLH Trust within specified timescales; 2 to 12 months.  Arrangements for monitoring the action plan and providing assurances to the Healthcare Commission are also detailed in the report.


	Decision required:  
The Board is asked to discuss and endorse action plan and monitoring arrangements contained in the action plan.


	Benefits of the recommendation: 
That the PCT Board is aware of the outcomes from the independent investigation of NWLH’s Maternity Services and the key actions to that need to be implemented to ensure quality provision of maternity care for service users.


	Other Options Considered: N/A


	Corporate Objectives:  
CO5 Ensuring modern and accessible services


	Equality and Diversity considerations and Implications from which an Impact Assessment might be made:
The action plan aims to highlight the needs of vulnerable service users and high risk patients in order to mitigate further risk and complication and therefore aims to address inherent inequalities present with an emphasis on risk management to identify risk early.


	Resource implications:  
Included in budget/investment proposals


	Other: 
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