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CHAIR OF NHS BRENT REAPPOINTED

Marcia Saunders has been reappointed Chair of the Board of NHS Brent (Brent Primary Care Trust), which is responsible for commissioning about five hundred million pounds of NHS expenditure for the people of Brent.  A former teacher and senior local government executive, Marcia joined NHS Brent in 2007 when it was in serious financial and governance difficulties. It is now one of London’s strongest NHS organisations.  Together with Chief Executive Mark Easton she has been asked to lead it through the current NHS reorganisation in a very tough financial environment, handing over to GP Commissioning Consortia in 2013.  In July the Government published its White Paper Equity and Excellence: Liberating the NHS which outlines proposals to abolish PCTs in 2013.  Marcia’s appointment is formally until 2015, but will cease if and when the PCT is dissolved. 

Accepting the appointment, Marcia said:
“I’m very proud of what the team here has achieved, and despite the difficult times that we now are living in I am confident that the NHS will meet the challenges and continue to improve.  It is a fair and efficient system – with much lower costs and much better outcomes than in the USA, where I grew up, for example.  Here in Brent we have strong GP leaders who will develop commissioning.  Together we have a good track record of positive change in the local health system, for the benefit of patients, and we are as strong financially as any PCT in the country.  
“While we are here we are up for the challenge, and we want to meet it in partnership with our health, local government,  third sector partners, patients and the Brent communities, so that when we do leave the scene we leave a thriving and successful health and social care system in Brent. I’m delighted that I’ll be part of this.”

The appointment has been made by the independent Appointments Commission on behalf of the Secretary of State for Health, in accordance with the Office of the Commissioner for Public Appointments’ Code of Practice.  All non-executive appointments are made on merit and political activity plays no part in the selection process. However, in accordance with the original Nolan recommendations, there is a requirement for appointees’ political activity, if any, to be made public.  Marcia has declared no political activity and holds no other ministerial appointments.  PCT Chair remuneration is £34,152 per annum.

ENDS

NOTES TO EDITORS

Marcia’s second term commences on 1st February 2011 and ends 31st January 2015.

NHS Brent is the statutory NHS organisation responsible for commissioning health services to the population of Brent.  It has an annual turnover of £550m.  Its key partners are its 72 GP practices, North West London Hospitals Trust, the London Borough of Brent, Imperial College NHS Trust and Central & North West London Mental Health Foundation NHS Trust.

For more information, contact Clare Ramsaran, NHS Brent Senior Press Officer, on 020 8795 6783 or communications@brentpct.nhs.uk.
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