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Statement for the Press on Monks Park Primary Care Centre

14th July 2008 

The tPCT has learned there was a demonstration outside the Monks Park Primary Care Centre on 10 July 2008 by local residents expressing concern about the under-utilisation of the centre.  The tPCT was not informed about the demonstration, and would have sent a senior manager to met local residents had we been made aware of it.   Mark Easton, the chief executive would be happy to meet with residents and their representatives to explain the tPCTs plans for the centre.

The centre was opened about a year ago, replacing a run down clinic in the area.

Services currently run from Monks Park Primary Care Centre include:

· Child Health Clinics (Health Visiting Services)

· Brook (Family Planning)

· SALT (Speech and Language Therapy services)

· HUB (HIV Clinics)

· Dietetic sessions

· Diabetes/Cardiology Patient Education sessions

· Cardiac Nurse Clinics

· Consultant Diabetes Clinics 

· Time For You – Local Authority Service

· Phlebotomy Sessions (1 per week)

The centre has training and meeting rooms that are used to support both Trust related services and external agencies.  The centre also acts as a base for School Nurses, Health Visitors and the Trusts Community Matrons.

Of the services previously provided from the old Monks Park Clinic all except the District Nursing Walk-in Clinic and Podiatry are being provided at the new centre. Podiatry services are now being provided at Craven Park Health Centre which is located approximately half a mile away from the new centre. 

The old centre did not offer GP services.  It was hoped to attract a GP practice into the centre but this has not proved possible to date.

Mark Easton CEO Brent tPCT said 

“Brent tPCT recognises that there is unused clinical space at Monks Park Primary Care Centre, as there is in some of our other buildings.  As we develop our plans for improving primary and community services in Brent over the coming year we will be considering how we make best use of our spare space.  As part of this we want to talk to the local community about the needs they see in their local areas.  There is no intention to close this Primary Care Centre, we want to build on what is currently there.”
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