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News release
Developing Cancer Centre services for people receiving treatment at Mount Vernon Hospital

3 September 2008 
Embargoed until 00:01, 4 September 2008

The shape of cancer services at one of the country’s leading centres, the Mount Vernon Cancer Centre, will be decided over the next 12 months through a special Mount Vernon Cancer Centre Services Development Process led by the PCTs that commission its services. 
The first stage of the Mount Vernon Cancer Centre development process will begin on the 4 September 2008 and will ask almost 200 key stakeholders, patients and user groups to agree a short list of options on the future location of cancer services affecting 2 million people, across 1,500 square miles. 

The options being considered at this first stage include:-

· Option A: Relocate the Mount Vernon Cancer Centre from its present location to a District General Hospital site

· Option B: Retain the Cancer Centre at Mount Vernon and restrict future development to the Mount Vernon hospital site.

· Option C: Retain the Mount Vernon Cancer Centre at its present location and build any new capacity at one or more satellite locations 

The steering group overseeing the process are recommending that only options B and C go forward to the next stage of the process.  

Anne Walker, Chair of the steering group looking into the future of cancer provision at Mount Vernon and Chief Executive of East and North Hertfordshire PCT and West Hertfordshire PCT said:

“This is a real opportunity for everyone that has an interest in the future of cancer services at the Mount Vernon Cancer Centre to make their views heard. The views that are expressed will help us shape the proposals for change.”
“Following the publication of the National Cancer Reform Strategy at the end of last year, and in the light of Delivering Quality Healthcare for Hertfordshire (DQHH), the time is right for us to look at how we best plan our services for current and future generations. Our overarching objective is to continue and cement the world class reputation of the Mount Vernon Cancer Centre which is why our steering group is strongly recommending that the majority of cancer services remain at Mount Vernon.” 

The Mount Vernon Cancer Centre presently provides care and treatment for 5,000 patients a year and offers specialised radiotherapy and chemotherapy treatments. 


more

The first stage of the review will run from September 2008 until November 2008. An interim report based on this process will be published at the end of 2008. Further reports will be published in the Spring and Autumn of 2009 when further opportunities for comment will be given.  

ENDS

Notes to editors

· For further Information, press interviews or filming access please call the Hertfordshire PCTs Press Office on 01707 369705 who are coordinating all media inquiries.

· The initial review period will run from 4th September 2008 till the 4th November 2008
· The three options under review were considered against the following 10  point criteria:

1 Consistency with national guidance and ability to meet national targets 

2 Offers a safe and continuous high quality service 

3 Enhances ability to recruit and retain high calibre staff.

4 Improved access for patients

5 Achievability in terms of practical implementation

6 Amount of disruption - an acceptable balance between short term change and long term gains

7 Scope for expansion as/when additional capacity is required to meet future need.

8 Addresses patient and public concerns about site issues such as car parking and having other relevant services on site 

9 Consistency with local health strategies 

10 Affordability and value for money in terms of a) capital and b) revenue costs.

· The discussion document is issued on behalf of the Mount Vernon Cancer Centre Services Steering Group, that consists of the following organisations:

	NHS East of England

East & North Herts PCT / West Herts PCT

Bedford PCT


	NHS London

Harrow PCT

Kensington & Chelsea PCT
	NHS South Central

East Berkshire PCT

Buckinghamshire PCT


