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	Reference Committee – Terms of Reference


	The Health and Social Care Act Sub Committee agreed at its meeting on 22 January to reconstitute the Committee into a Reference Committee.  The draft terms of reference were considered at the first meeting on 18 March.  Revised terms of reference were approved by the Reference Committee at its second meeting on 25 June.
The main purpose of the Reference Committee is to consider and receive reports about local primary care contractors and practices and to refer to whom ever for appropriate action including the establishment of PCT panels to consider suspension and/ or removal of performers from the PCT’s performers lists.  

The Decision Making Group reports to the Reference Committee.



	Decision required:  The Board is asked to approve the Committee’s terms of reference.



	Benefits of the recommendation: The role of the former Health and Social Care Act has been split into two: issues of concern are considered by the Decision Making Group and the Reference Committee considers cases where formal intervention is required.  This split in responsibilities will support prompt and early intervention and proper adherence to clinical governance requirements.


	Other Options Considered: None


	Corporate Objectives:  

The work of the Reference Committee is linked to the following corporate objectives:

· Developing a high performing and responsive organisation

· Managing resources effectively

· Improving health and reduces inequalities

· Developing modern and accessible services



	Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment:

	Resource implications: 
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