Media Information


[image: image1.jpg]Brent




 20th February 2009 
NHS Brent publishes first report on progress towards 

world class commissioning

First review maps path to improving local health and well-being 

NHS Brent has today published its first ‘assurance’ report for world class commissioning, a ground-breaking approach to identifying and meeting the current and future health needs of the local community. 

The report follows a regional review of Brent’s progress over the first year of working towards world class commissioning. It is an ambitious programme designed to help PCTs improve the health of their local population whilst also reducing health inequalities. This is the first year of a long-term plan, and every PCT is receiving a baseline assessment with recommendations to help it build its capacity and capability. In common with other PCTs across the country, NHS Brent has received ‘entry level’ ratings – with the real improvements in health outcomes resulting from this programme to be seen over the next three to five years.
The ‘assurance’ report reviews NHS Brent’s performance in three key areas: to what extent the PCT is improving local health outcomes, how well it performs against a number of key organisational competencies and how well the board manages the organisation. NHS Brent’s report highlights strengths in our leadership and our journey of improvement but also highlights the need to enhance progress in areas such as further clinical engagement and focusing as a health economy for the North West London sector in order to meet its goals of improving health and well-being and reducing health inequalities in the local community. 

Mark Easton, Chief Executive, NHS Brent said: “We welcome this report and the recommendations it contains. World class commissioning is a ground-breaking approach, which will deliver significant benefits for our community, and it will take time to evolve and embed. For this reason, whilst we are pleased that this first year’s report recognises our progress to date, we are most interested in the recommendations on other areas we can work on to help us continue developing. It is this insight that will help us continue to deliver the best possible health and care services for the people in our community. 

“In fact we have gone from £25m deficit in 2006/07 to a planned £12m surplus in 2008/09.  We are using this surplus to invest in better services, based on a strategy agreed with the local community.   We have highlighted ten initiatives that we will be working on over a five year period to help reduce health inequalities and increase life expectancy amongst our population.
“Initiatives such as investing in the Stop Smoking service and Diabetes programme have highlighted how we can better meet the needs of local people and see an improvement in health through better targeting.  We will be working on all these areas, in collaboration with the local community, to help us drive improvements in local health.” 

The full assurance report for NHS Brent is available at:
http://www.brentpct.org/files/WCC_PanelReport_0209.pdf
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Notes to editors

1 world class commissioning
The world class commissioning (WCC) programme is a ground-breaking approach to defining, developing and securing health and care services, which will deliver improvements in local health and well-being and a reduction in health inequalities. It builds upon elements of outstanding performance in this country, and best practice from health systems around the world, to deliver the best possible healthcare via excellence in commissioning.
Primary Care Trusts (PCTs) are leading the way in delivering this new approach in practice, as part of their role as leaders of the local NHS. In conjunction with partnership, other healthcare providers and the community more widely, they have established strategic plans based on priorities identified through analysis of the long-term health and care needs of their local community. These five year strategic plans will ensure that resources are allocated in the most effective way possible resulting in improvements in health outcomes and better services for patients. For more information on world class commissioning, visit: www.dh.gsi.gov.uk/worldclasscommissioning 
2 The assurance process
The assurance process is the means by which PCTs are assessed and given guidance on making progress towards the goals of the world class commissioning programme. The assurance process is designed to be robust and challenging, helping each PCT review progress and identify areas for development. It combines a review of local data, feedback from local audiences, self-assessment and validation through an external panel (including the Strategic Health Authority, the Chief Executive of another PCT, a clinician, a local council representative and an independent international healthcare expert). The first year, in particular, is setting the path for turning ambitious aspirations into day-to-day reality. Scores for all PCTs are expected to be in the entry-level range in the first year.
