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6 October 2009
Statement on Sudbury Surgery, Vale Farm
The PCT has received a number of letters and a petition about the Sudbury surgery based at Vale Farm.  There appear to be a number of misunderstandings about the PCTs plans for the surgery.  There is no suggestion that the doctors will change at Sudbury.

The surgery is currently one of three directly run by the PCT, with the doctors in them employed by the PCT rather than being independent contractors.  Most GP surgeries are run independently by GPs who hold a contract with the NHS.

In line with most PCTs NHS Brent is keen to put its in-house GP surgeries on same contractual basis as other GP practices in Brent.  In order to do this fairly and transparently we are putting the contracts to run the practices out to tender.

When we transfer the practices to a new organisation the staff will remain as employees of the new business.  They will enjoy the same terms and conditions as they do now as that will be one of the conditions of the transfer of the new organisation.  The concern that this process may lead to the doctors not being employed is unfounded as their employment rights are protected.  

It has been suggested by the patient participation group at Sudbury surgery that the PCT should hand over the surgery to the doctors there.  The view of the PCT Board is that it would not be appropriate to hand over the surgery as a business to a group of employees without an open and competitive process.  The tendering process will be an open one so there is nothing to stop any individual or organisation submitting a bid for the practice so long as they respect the rights of the employees who are liable to transfer.

We expect the tendering process to be complete by April of next year and we are very keen to involve patients in the process of determining the specification for services to be provided at the practice and to observe the tendering process so that there is confidence it is done fairly.
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