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UPDATE ON BRENT tPCT’S RESPONSE TO THE

LOCAL MEASLES OUTBREAK IN APRIL 2006 – JUNE 2006
Summary

At the end of March/beginning of April 2006, there was a small outbreak of measles focused on Central Middlesex Hospital.  In parallel, there has been an increase in the number of confirmed measles cases occurring sporadically in the community in North West London.  

Following advice from colleagues at North West London Health Protection Unit (HPU) in early April, Brent PCT promptly implemented a number of actions to protect both its staff and patients, as well as reduce the risk of further measles transmission in the wider community.  This paper provides an overview of the PCT’s response, highlights the lessons that have been learnt and summarises the follow-up actions required.  In particular, it highlights the need to update the PCT’s Service Level Agreement for occupational health services to take account of new guidance on pre-employment screening for selected vaccine-preventable diseases, including measles.
	Recommendation:  Members are asked to note the tPCT’s response to a recent outbreak of measles, and note the new requirements for pre-employment screening of health care workers in relation to measles and varicella.
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This paper aims to promote the following values of the PCT:

Put the patient at the centre   
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Be a good employer
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Be a trusted partner
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Be outcome focussed
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