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IMPLEMENTATION OF BOWEL CANCER SCREENING - FIRST WAVE

Summary

Following international trials of mass screening, where it was demonstrated that Faecal Occult Blood Test (FOBt) reduced bowel cancer specific in the screened groups, the DoH commissioned a screening pilot programme, one in England and one in Scotland, to assess the feasibility of Bowel Cancer Screening in the UK, using FOBt.   The outcomes from these pilots confirmed that Bowel Cancer Screening should be included in the NHS National Screening Programmes.  This will be the first national screening programme aimed at both men and women and initially will target individuals aged 60-69.

The Bowel Cancer Screening programme will comprise five programme hubs, who will be responsible for the call and recall element of screening, sending out the invitations and FOBt kits and subsequent results.  They will also be responsible for arranging screening nurse appointments where tests are abnormal.   There will be approximately 90-100 Screening Centres, who will provide the screening nurse clinics, the endoscopy services, primary source of information and also work jointly with the local health community to promote the benefits of this area of screening.

This screening programme will be phased in over three years, and North West London Hospitals – St. Marks have been successful in their bid to be a first wave Screening Centre for Bowel Cancer.   NWLH are also to be the site for the hub, which will eventually serve the whole of London.  The implication of this for Brent, is that our eligible population will be amongst the first to be invited, along with Harrow and Hillingdon.

The following paper gives further detail on the implementation of screening and the impact this will have on Brent tPCT, its clinical colleagues and the population it is aimed at. 
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This paper aims to promote the following values of the PCT:

Put the patient at the centre   
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