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POSITION PAPER ON HERCEPTIN (TRASTUZUMAB)

FOR THE TREATMENT OF EARLY STAGE BREAST CANCER

Summary:

This paper sets out Brent tPCT’s position regarding funding of Herceptin for women with early stage breast cancer.  Applications for funding will be considered on a case-by-case basis.  Only those women who meet the criteria specified in the clinical protocol developed by the West London Cancer Network will be eligible for funding.  This position is subject to review as and when further evidence regarding cost and clinical effectiveness becomes available, and when NICE guidance is issued (expected summer 2006).
As of 13th January 2006, two applications for Herceptin funding for Brent women have been received.  Both women have met the eligibility criteria, and funding has been approved. The estimated budgetary impact of Herceptin in 2006/07 ranges from £218,000 to £349,000.

	Recommendation: Members are asked to note the tPCT’s current position on Herceptin funding.
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This paper aims to promote the following values of the PCT:

Put the patient at the centre   
(
Be a good employer


(
Be a trusted partner


(
Be accessible


(
Be outcome focussed

(
Be innovative


(
